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Local TV News Tops Irma Information
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Source: Research Now Hurricane Irma Survey. 9/8/17 Midday-9/10/17 12M Adults 18+

Which of these sources did you watch, listen to or go to for information 
about the approaching dangerous weather?
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Most Time Spent With Local TV News 

TAKEAWAY: 
Nearly 6 Hours 
Spent Daily With 
Local TV Assets 
Leading Up To 
Hurricane Irma 
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Source: Research Now Hurricane Irma Survey. 9/8/17 Midday-9/10/17 12M Adults 18+
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Key Survey Results
WEATHER EMERGENCY SURVEY:

• 85% of respondents used local TV news for Hurricane Irma information. 

• Local TV news was the most trusted source for Hurricane Irma coverage 
and information. Local TV digital assets were the most trusted digital source. 

• The top reason cited for watching local TV news during Hurricane Irma is that 
respondents wanted information that pertained to their area. 

• The top reason for using local TV news websites and apps is that they are 
constantly updating and giving the latest information. 

Source: Research Now Hurricane Irma Survey. 9/8/17 Midday-9/10/17 12M Adults 18+
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• 100+ Hours on WPBF 25 

• Simulcast on Digital Channels:  The Justice Network & 
Estrella TV West Palm Beach  [SPANISH CAPTIONING] 

• Live Streaming:  WPBF 25 News App & wpbf.com

• Facebook LIVE Coverage, Facebook & Twitter Updates 

• Simulcast on Multiple Radio Partners 

• Showcased Nationwide Live on DirecTV & Dish Network

• 31 Million Pageviews & 11.7 Million Facebook Views 

HURRICANE IRMA COVERAGE 
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Information Flow Chart
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Speaking With ONE VOICE

BOB SHEETS
Former Director 
National Hurricane Center 
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EXAMPLE: HURRICANE IRMA
MESSAGING TO THE MASSES: 

How do we take the information 
you provide and message it to 
the general public?
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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
Miami & Melbourne Offices  

• 24 Hour Period = 69 Tornado Warnings in DMA

• Double Chroma Key Approach 

• Storm Warning Crawls, Informative Graphics 

• Push Alerts Through the WPBF 25 News App 

• Alerts on all Social Media Platforms  
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AFTER THE STORM 

• “Life Line” to Residents & “Informers” to Evacuees  

• Act as Facilitator of Information from E.O.C.s, Governor, 
Local Cities Leaders, FPL, Traffic, Schools, Etc.

• Live News Conferences – Local, Statewide 

• Vital Clean-up Information, Resources, Supplies, 
Gas/Store Openings

• Community Outreach / Donations:  American Red Cross 
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