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The Why & How
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Objectives

→Educate FEPA membership on the types of certifications 
available and the application process

→Provide information of potential pitfalls

→Mentor applicants during this session to help set them up for 
success
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Why?  What’s in it for YOU?
The benefits, advantages, and rewards of receiving your certification.
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Why Certify?

→To receive recognition of professional competence

→Requirement of employment and to take advantage of 
enhanced career opportunities
→ Statutory requirements for County Director minimum qualifications.

→FMI streamlines the process for becoming a State Authorized Instructor

→Personal satisfaction
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Levels of Certification

→Florida Emergency Management Volunteer (FEMV)

→Florida Associate Emergency Manager (FAEM)

→Florida Professional Emergency Manager (FPEM)

→Instructor Certification
→FL Basic Instructor (FBI)

→FL Intermediate Instructor (FII)

→FL Master Instructor (FMI)
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→Do you want to advance in your EM career?

→Do you want to be an EM Director?

→Do you want to be an Instructor in FL?

→Do you want to be a Certification Commissioner?

→Do you want to contribute to the continued growth of the EM 
profession?

What’s in it for YOU?
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How To Get Certified
The process, common pitfalls to avoid, and managing expectations.
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Certification Portal

https://fepacertification.smapply.io/
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→Each one of these is a 
downloadable document.

→This is the guidance for each 
type of certification.

→ Your rate of success is 
greatly increased if you use 
these documents to compile 
your application 
documentation.

Certification Portal
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Work History 

→Comprehensive Emergency Management experience

→Greater than 50% of your responsibilities must be in the five 
mission areas
→FEMV - Two years of disaster related and/or emergency management 

volunteer experience attained in Florida

→FAEM – Two years/one year MUST be attained in the State of Florida 
(demonstrate participation in two of the five mission areas) 

→FPEM – Four years/two years MUST be attained in the State of Florida 
(demonstrate participation in three of the five mission areas) 
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Comprehensive 
Emergency Management

→Integrating all stakeholders in all mission areas of emergency 
activity for all types of disasters

→The individual must show that they are capable of effectively 
accomplishing the goals and objectives of disaster/emergency 
management in all the environments and mission areas of 
emergency management.
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What Constitutes an 
Emergency Management 
Function?

→What it is:
→Assigned primary Emergency Management responsibilities for your 

agency/organization

→What it isn’t:
→Firefighters, EMT/Paramedic or Law Enforcement

→First Responder with EOC responsibilities only during a disaster/drill

→Fire Chief or Public Safety Director who supervises an Emergency 
Manager

→Public Works staff who participates in exercises
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Application Tips

→Submit your training certificates in the order you list them.

→Leadership training and degrees can be submitted under 
general training or professional contributions.

→Request a mentor, they can help identify any documentation 
weaknesses in advance.

→Submit an extra one or two professional contributions.
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Certification Mentors 

→Mentors are Certification Commissioners

→This is different from the FEPA Mentoring Program

→Mentors can review documentation with you

→Mentors cannot guarantee a successful application. 

→You are encouraged (especially first time applicants) to use a 
mentor. 
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References Clarification

→Names and phone numbers provided for individuals that can 
verify any information submitted in this application will only be 
used for minor clarifications

→They will not be used as the sole source for verification

→The documentation must stand on its own
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What If I Didn’t Pass?

→Applications reviewed by least two Commissioners

→Applicants that are denied will be notified in writing 

→A letter of denial and corrective action matrix will be sent to 
applicant

→Application fee waived if resubmitted within 90 days.
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What If I Didn’t Pass?

→Applicant may be assigned a commissioner as a mentor to 
assist them in correcting deficiencies

→Applications must be re-submitted within 90 days.

→Help us help you!
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Application Submission

→Certification applications can be submitted via the FEPA 
Certification Portal throughout the year
→Do not wait until the deadline if you have everything for your 

application.

→All APPROVED electronic applications will be purged/deleted 
from the FEPA system following the Annual Awards Ceremony
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Questions?
Shayne Morgan, FPEM, FMI

Director

Columbia County Emergency Management

Certification Commissioner, Past Chair

smorgan@columbiacountyfla.com

(386) 623-2248

mailto:smorgan@columbiacountyfla.com
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FEPA Certification
Mentoring.  Right here.  Right now.  

What questions do you have?
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