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Introduction

Scott Chappell
Retired
• FD, FL-TF8, HazMat
• FL US&R/HazMat/MARC Coordinator – 

FSFC/SFM
• 10 US&R Task Forces/Swiftwater Rescue 

Teams
• 50 Technical Rescue Teams
• 50 HazMat Teams
• 8 MARC Units



What is the SRT CAP

The program:

• Utilizes Typing standards outlined in FEMA’s Resource Typing Library Toolkit (RTLT) by discipline.

• Provides State leadership and its partners with a clear picture of an assessed team’s readiness posture.

• Highlights strengths and areas of need to grow and enhance a team’s readiness posture.

Specialty Response Team Capability Assessment Program (SRT CAP) Overview:
Responding to specialized situations depends on state and local specialty teams; however, building and 
sustaining those teams is complex and costly, requiring leaders to clearly understand readiness, risks, and 
resource gaps across disciplines. SRT CAP's objective is to identify SRTs across multiple functional 
disciplines and administratively assess their capability to deploy to an incident or disaster.

MN AK Other

Future Engagements

https://rtlt.preptoolkit.fema.gov/Public
https://rtlt.preptoolkit.fema.gov/Public


Disciplines and Subject Matter Experts

• Crisis Negotiation Teams

• Communication Strike Teams

• Amateur Radio (HAM) Teams

• Damage Assessment Teams

• Canine Teams

• Marine Units

• Mobile Field Force

• Correctional Emergency Response Teams 

(CERT)

• Fire Boat Operations

• Other?

Future Assessments to be Developed

Status SRT Discipline Name Primary SME

Current Urban Search & Rescue Task Force Jeff Rouse

Current Swiftwater/Flood Rescue Team Jeff Rouse

Current Hazardous Materials Response Team Scott Chappell

In Development Technical Rescue Team Matt Brown

In Development Emergency Road Access Team (ERAT) Sean Hatchett

Current Land Search & Rescue Team Don Tuten

Current Waterborne Response Team Don Tuten

Current Specialty Weapons and Tactics Team Don Tuten

Current Public Safety Dive Team Don Tuten

Current Bomb Response Team Don Tuten

Current Animal Search and Rescue Team Brandi Phillips 

Current Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (sUAS) Team David Merrick

Current Helicopter/Rotary Wing Search And Rescue Team Jason VanBuskirk 

Current All-Hazards Incident Management Team Marty Senterfitt

Current Emergency Operations Center  Mgmt. Support Team Marty Senterfitt



FEMA - Resource Typing Library Tool (1 of 3)

RTLT Role in SRT CAP
The Typing Guide for a Team provides a generally 
accepted definition of what team is and how that 
team may function and enables a Team to be 
assessed in an unbiased manner.

Overall Function
A brief description of the primary mission and 
role the resource performs during an incident.

Composition and Ordering Specifications
The standardized personnel, equipment, and 
qualification requirements needed to request 
and deploy the resource.

FEMA’s Resource Typing Library Toolkit (RTLT)

https://rtlt.preptoolkit.fema.gov/Public


FEMA - Resource Typing Library Tool (2 of 3)

Format of the table
The vertical column of each row defines how 
the team is to function at the Component 
Level. The final column to the right provides 
more detail not outlined in the row.

Beginning with the second column to the 
left, Typing standards are listed vertically. 
Type 1 designation always relates to the 
most capable. 

FEMA’s Resource Typing Library Toolkit (RTLT)

https://rtlt.preptoolkit.fema.gov/Public


FEMA - Resource Typing Library Tool (3 of 3)

References
The authoritative standards, guidance, and 
source documents used to define and 
validate the resource’s typing and 
requirements. NOTE: When reviewing the 
references section, the source with the most 
stringent requirement has been incorporated 
into the assessment.

FEMA’s Resource Typing Library Toolkit (RTLT)

https://rtlt.preptoolkit.fema.gov/Public


Specialty Response Team Self-Assessment

Section 1: Team Identification

Section 2:  Deployment/Activation/Mission History 

Section 3: Administrative Compliance

Section 4: Personnel 

Section 5: Equipment and Cache Readiness

Section 6: Operational and Support Capabilities

Section 7: Training 

Section 8: Exercises Evaluation 

Section 9: Supplemental Information

Section 10: Improvement Plan Roll-Up

Section 11: Certification Statement



Section 1: Team Identification
BLUF: Identity & Authority



Section 2:  Deployment History 
BLUF: Proven Experience



Section 3: Administrative Compliance
BLUF: Legal/Admin Foundation



Section 4: Personnel 
BLUF: Human Capacity



Section 5: Equipment and Cache Readiness
BLUF: Resource Capability



Section 6: Operational and Support Capabilities
BLUF: Operational Execution



Section 7: Training 
BLUF: Sustainment & Validation



Section 8: Exercises Evaluation
BLUF: Continuous Improvement



Section 9: Supplemental Information
BLUF: Continuous Improvement & Certification



Section 10: Improvement Plan Roll-Up
BLUF: Continuous Improvement & Certification



Section 11: Certification Statement
BLUF: Certification



Specialty Response Team Self-Assessment

✓ The Assessment Process has facilitated stronger 
communications between teams.

✓ Assessments have been welcomed. Many 
partners are looking forward to the next round of 
assessments.

✓ Many assessments have been leveraged to make 
advancements within their programs as well as 
Identify and document for potential future 
funding.

✓ Systemic needs or gaps are being documented 
and will be reported in the final report by 
discipline.



Specialty Response Team Capability Assessment 
Program

https://LongviewSolutionsGroup.com/Florida-SRT-CAP/



Thank you!

Scott Chappell
352-235-6279

Scott.Chappell@LongviewSolutionsGroup.com
FloridaUSAR@gmail.com

https://www.LongviewSolutionsGroup.com 

mailto:Scott.Chappell@LongviewSolutionsGroup.com
mailto:FloridaUSAR@gmail.com
https://www.longviewsolutionsgroup.com/


QUESTIONS | COMMENTS
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